Walenty Winid's works figure prominently among the works on geography of human settlement in Poland between the two world wars. Was a professor of the Economic Academy in Cracow. Died in the German extermination camp of Auschwitz. His generation of geographers, educated in the already independent country contributed many innovative solutions both in the field of theory and applied science.
ruled by Prussia, was serviced by the Polish ports. The differences in turnovers with the ports between particular regions were not significant. Thus, the thesis, repeatedly quoted by German geographers, that Gdansk maintained economic links only with the German Reich, was abolished.
The main focus, however, of Walenty Winid's research was on urbanization and measurement of urbanization processes. He developed interest in those topics during his stays in the United States and the United Kingdom where urbanization proceded much faster than anywhere in Central and Eastern Europe.
The ratio of urban population to population total or the ratio of urban population to area did not-according to W. Winid (1933) constitute adequate measures of urbanization or settlement as the concentrations of urban population in geographical space are like islands "surrounded by the rural landscape".
W. Winid, just as Christaller (1933), considered the town to be the central point of a well-delineated market area. In America its shape was square, whereas in Europe -hexagonal due to differences in the settlement processes in the two continents.
The distance between particular settlements is an important economic and social indicator. W. Winid (1933, p. 159) suggested that the avarage distance between different settlements should be measured by the square root of commercial area 1 . Another W. Winid's important research contribution was to the study of functional structure and economic characteristics of urban settlements. His monograph of the United States of America published in 1937 was an early attempt at a functional classification of towns in the world literature. The "importance" of a town was defined on the basis of occupational structure of urban population, including the three main economic sectors: industry, transportation and services. Eight types of towns were distinguished in the USA according to the prevalence of particular kind(s) of economic activity: industiy, transportation, transportation-and-industry, industry-and-transportation, services, services-and-transportation-and-industry, services-and-industry, industry-and-services. As some contemporary geographers have shown, e.g. K. Dzieworiski (1910 Dzieworiski ( -1984 and M. Jerczynski, those types of cities can be identified in almost every form of the settlement process.
In his work on the United States, W. Winid discussed the rise of large urban agglomerations. In that country suburban settlements were typically formed around big cities and developed strong economic and social links with the city centres. That is how a new form of settlement, an "urban constellation" -as he called it -came into being.
The rise of an urban agglomeration does not depend, however, on the size of a city, but on its economic characteristics, i.e., on the functions of the towns generally centrally located in the settlement system. Those towns were called by W. Winid "mother towns", whereas the towns around them -"associated towns" or "satellite towns". Associated towns, as a rule came into being as industrial areas or residential districts, always tightly linked to the central town.
Apart from his research on agglomerations W. Winid studied morphology of towns, an excellent case study being his work on Chicago. W. studied Chicago mainly as a particular social entity where geographical space is closely combined with the social and economic activity of a man. Chicago can be regarded as a typical great American city; its fast growth began as late as in the 19th century, and it had highly diversified social structure.
In his studies on human settlement, W. Winid (1937, p. 17) also examined the links between the town and the country, regarding both of them as necessary elements of geographical landscape: "countryside is always natural, whereas an urban landscape is always man-made". They are also destined to play different social and economic roles, but in the real life they always come together.
The town cannot be self-sufficient not only because it needs agricultural products, but also rural labour force. Moreover -in W. Winid's opinionthe country cannot be independent of the town. The greater the intensity of the rural economy, the further the country is from its autarchical model. This is because the improved tools and work techniques in the rural areas stimulate the consumption of goods and services produced in the town.
Already in the 1930s W. Winid, while analysing settlement process noticed certain phenomena currently identified with urbanization. He pointed out that the impact of the town on the country was much stronger than social and economic system would to imply. That impact can be found in different areas: education, technology, town planning, politics.
W. Winid's writings on geography of human settlement rank among the best in the field, both in Poland and in the world geographical literature. Many of this works still inspire researchers to study settlement systems.
W. Winid studied towns not only within the context of natural environment, following the pattern set by F. Ratzel, but he also analysed the town functions on which growth of their economic potential depends, as well as the zones of their influence. His studies on towns development were given abroad social and economic setting and showed how large economic complexes, i.e. urban agglomerations came into being. A town itself -so characteristic of the 20th century civilization W. Winid viewed as a distinct social entity. This earned him the reputation of a pioneer of functional approach and "human ecology" in geography of settlement.
